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Police investigate death of quarry worker who lost an arm in crushing machine

An Asian quarry worker has died after catching
one of his arms in a crushing machine on Sunday
morning. The victim underwent surgery to have
the arm amputated at the shoulder when he could
not free himself and died on the way to hospital.
He was 42. Col Abdullah AlHaddad, head of the

Glory story
begins to
unravel off
Ajman coast

23-year mystery could soon be resolved

Wreck of the Ajman Glory is at last indentified,
but now the question is: how did she sink?

Eugene Harnan

Thanks to curiosity and detective
work, a UAE team of divers has iden-
tified a ship that sank in the Arabian
Gulfexactly 23 years ago today.

The wreckage of the 55-metre 4j-
man Glory was first discovered 12
years ago by Chris Lobel, a diver
from the Desert Sport Diving Club
in Dubai, and he named it Isobel,
after his wife. The coaster, so-
called because it hugs the coast
rather than going out to sea, was
also called the Thinner by the same
divers because its cargo looked like
paint thinner.

Mr Lobel, who left the UAE in 2009,
made a drawing of the craft and kept
itat the diving club.He has spent the
ensuing years trying to once again
find the boat that sank 15 kilometres
off the coast of Ajman.

Then, this year, a group from the
World Sea Divers was diving awreck
in the same area. At the time, the
divers were not aware of Mr Lobel’s
priordiscoveryin the area.

The World Sea Divers called the

ship Mullah. They happened to
give the coordinates of the mystery
wreck to the Sharjah Wanderers
Diving Club this summer.

And then things began to come to-
gether and the club dived the wreck
several times over the summer.

“When you start, you don’t know
how good the coordinates are,” said
Ian Hussy, of the Sharjah Wander-
ers. “We’ve been given coordinates
for other boats in the past and it
turned out to be nothing.”

The team knew they were in the
right spot when the echo-sonar sig-
nalled a positive find.

They found the top of the boat
20 metres below, with the bottom
resting on the seabed. The hull was
heavily encrusted and teeming with
marine life.

“The first time we went there we
had noideawhatitwasand thought
it was just another shipwreck,” Mr
Hussy said.

But the Wanderers began to think
there might be more to the story,
and shared their find with Brian
Lugg, a member of the Desert

Digdaga police station, urged industry managers
to take full responsibility for safety precautions
at work sites to prevent fatal or disabling injuries.
“There will be an investigation,” said Maj Marwan
Al Mansoori, the public relations director and
head of moral guidance at RAK Police.

Three accused of Tramadol plot

Three men found in possession of more than
7,000 Tramadol tablets hoped to take advantage
of the Eid holiday by selling the drug to Emirati
students and drug addicts, police believe. The
three Emiratis allegedly smuggled the drug into
the UAE from a neighbouring country.

The A]man Glory, bottom left, then known as the Dollard, begins

Sports Diving Club - the same club
Mr Lobel had been a member of.

Mr Lugg realised that the two
ships might be one and the same.

He studied the old sketch Mr Lo-
bel had made, and there was an ob-
vious resemblance.

Nelson McEachan, the wrecks of-
ficer of the UK Hydrographic Office,
formallyidentified the link between
Mr Lobel’s description of the cargo
of the “Thinner Wreck” and the car-
go carried by the Ajman Glory on its
lastjourney.

“People dive for different rea-
sons,” Mr Hussy said. “I dive wrecks
with a bit of history to it. When we
started to realise it was a dive no one
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knew about for 20 years it suddenly
became more interesting. Wrecks
sunk deliberately for fish are quite
nice but not as compelling as one
thathas a bit of history toit.”

The Sharjah club started to search
for old photographs of the ship and
dived the site several times to look
for similarities.

Mr Hussy said they found the six
drain holes along the sides of the
ship that had been described.

“The remains of the four verti-
cal pipesin front of the bridge, the
trapezoidal cut-out at the bow, the
anchors, the remains of the masts,
the lifeboat davits and other fea-
tures were all noted exactly as they

appeared in the photographs,” he
said.

The club passed the information
for final verification to the UK Hy-
drographic Office. In an email to the
club, Mr McEachan wrote: “I have
looked at your dive report on the
BSAC 406 website and I agree that
this is the long-lost Ajman Glory. A
first-class job, so please pass our
thanks to all the divers involved.”

The Ajman Glory was on its way
from Hamriyah, Sharjah to Bandar
Abbas in Iran when the crew aban-
doned her on August 28, 1989. The
dive team found no evidence of how
she sank. They found a dent on the
portside of the stern but it was well

Man ‘had affair with his father’s wife’
A young man accused of raping his stepmother
will instead face charges of sex outside of wed-
lock and incest after convincing an Abu Dhabi
court they were involved in a consensual affair.
Text messages and entries in online chat rooms
were shown as proof of a consensual relationship.

y. top left, dives round the wreck. Top right, fish swmthrough the
wreckage, and, bottom right, the bow of the vessel. Photos courtesy Peter Jackson of Shar;ah Wanderers Diving Club and Noordelijk Scheepvaart museum (bottom, left)

above the water line and could have
happened months before she sank,
Mr Hussy said. The weather record-
ed the day the ship sank, was one of
the calmest days thatyear.

The boat, which was originally
called The Dollard in 1957, had
changed hands six times before
being registered in Ajman as the Aj-
man Gloryin1989.

“We are quite pleased and for the
divers, it's somewhere else to dive,”
Mr Hussy said. “What is satisfying
to me is the Hydrographic Office is
changing the charts in response to
what we have found.”
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